TASMANIA

PREMIER OF TASMANIA

The Hon Dean Harriss MLC
Member for Huon

Suite 1, 16 Main Street
Huonville TAS 7109

Email: dean.harriss@parliament.tas.gov.au

Dear Mr '74”@@"\/

Thank you for your letter of 30 November 2025 outlining your position on the Macquarie Point
Multipurpose Stadium and the current State Budget. We appreciate your ongoing support for
securing a Tasmanian AFL and AFLW Team and your acknowledgement that this dream will not be
realised without a commitment to a new stadium.

We appreciate that a new stadium is a significant investment for the State of Tasmania however it is
the right investment in Tasmania’s future. It delivers on the dreams of generations for a Tasmanian
AFL and AFLW team that will build community cohesion and increase the participation in sport of
young people in Tasmania. It will attract new families to Tasmania, and keep our young people and
families here, helping our population to grow sustainably.

We understand that, beyond construction, the direct economic benefits of the stadium are difficult to
quantify. However, we have heard from many about how the stadium, as community infrastructure,
will be the catalyst for growth across our economy, including supporting our tourism industry in the
quieter winter months. We have heard about the significant increase in business tourism which will
invest directly into the Tasmanian economy. We have heard about the growth in professional sports
administration and allied health, providing new opportunities for young people to pursue rewarding
careers locally. Finally, we have heard from promoters that are confident that this new stadium will
attract high-calibre artists, allowing Tasmanians to enjoy these experiences closer to home, rather
than having to travel interstate.

The State Government acknowledges that we must deliver a pathway to a sustainable budget for
Tasmania. Over the past few years, the State has invested heavily in protecting Tasmania and its
community from the impacts of COVID and other global economic insecurities, which means that the
growth in operational expenditure has outstripped growth in revenue. This cannot continue. We have
this challenge before us, regardless of whether we build a stadium. We acknowledge that the debt
servicing costs for the stadium will need to be met but this addition to the task is more than justified
by the social and economic benefits that the stadium and AFL Teams will deliver.

We are confident that the Stadium, with the AFL and AFLW Teams will stimulate growth in the
Tasmanian economy and lead to increased revenue to the State, including increased tourism
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contributing to higher employment (and higher payroll tax), increased consumption (and increased
GST revenues), and increased development (which leads to higher land tax). Increased employment
also contributes to increased home purchases (and conveyance duty).

Thank you for outlining the specific commitments that you are seeking from Government. We can
agree on most and have suggested alternate pathways delivering similar outcomes in areas where
we may differ. In the main, the Government agrees that the next few years will require a significant
focus on budget sustainability, including careful and considered action from the Government, with
the support of members of Parliament. | greatly appreciate your willingness to directly call for action
on budget sustainability and to hold the Government to account on this difficult task.

We have enclosed a detailed response to all the commitments that you have sought. We confirm
that the State Government’s commitments detailed in this response have been unanimously
endorsed by the Parliamentary Liberal Party. Importantly, the Government will commit to reducing
Public Non-Financial Corporations' Net borrowings between 2026-27 and 2028-29 by a cumulative
total of $500 million.

Finally, we note your awareness of Ms Bec Thomas MLC'’s letter of 29 November 2025 and the
Government’s response, which we have shared with you with permission from Ms Thomas. In your
consideration of this response, we ask that you also take into account the commitments we have
made to Ms Thomas. The Thomas and Harriss commitments, together, stand as significant and
strong economic, governance, oversight, community, and integrity safeguards for the benefit of the
Tasmanian Community.

Thank you again for your ongoing commitment to the Tasmanian people and for your efforts to
ensure that the Macquarie Point Multipurpose Stadium is delivered in a way that minimises risks for,
and maximises benefits to the Tasmanian people.

Yours sincerely

>N A (il

emy Rockliff MP Eric Abetz MP
Premier Treasurer and
Minister for Macquarie Point Urban Renewal
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